<22 December <1660>: to Thomas Browne jr.> 
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<letter 1> 
I hope by God's assistance you have been some weeks in Boardeaux. I was yesterday at Yarmouth, where I spoke with your Uncle Charles*Mileham, who told me Mr%*Dade would accommodate you with what moneys were fitting for defray of your charges in any kind and therefore would not have me at Present send you any bill to receive any particular sum, but however when I hear from you I will take care for such a bill to be sent to Mr%*Dade to whom in the meantime present my true respects and service and be sure to be observant of what he shall advise you; be as good a husband as Possible and enter not upon any course of superfluous expenses, be not dejected and melancholy because you can yet have little Comfort in Conversation, and all things will seem strange unto you. Remember the Camel's back and be not troubled for anything that other ways would trouble your Patience here, be courteous and Civil to all, but put on a decent boldness and avoid 7pudor*Rusticus, not much known in France, hold firm to the Protestant Religion and be diligent in going to Church when you have any Little Knowledge of the Language. God will accept of your desires to serve him in his Public worship, though you can not make it out to your desires, be constant not negligent in your daily private prayers and habituate your heart in your tender days unto the fear and reverence of God. It were good you had a map of France that you might not be unacquainted with the several parts and to resort unto upon occasion for your information; view and understand all notable buildings and places in Bourdeaux or near it, and take a draught thereof, as also the ruined Amphitheatre, but these at your leisure. There is I think a book in French called 9les*Monuments or 9les*Antiquites*de*Bourdeaux, enquire of the same; read some books of French and Latin, for I would by no means you should lose your Latin but rather gain more. 
<page break n=484> 
Ned comes not home this Christmas. I shall God willing remember your New*Year's gift, give me an account of your voyage by sea as Particular as you Can, for I doubt you had a rough Passage; be temperate in diet and wary to overheat yourself; remember to 7Comprimere 7et 7non 7Extendere 7labra; to God's Providence I commit you. I have sent a little box by this ship. 
<22 April <1661>: to Thomas Browne jr.> 
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<letter 2> 
I hope by this time thou art got somewhat beyond 9plaist*il, and 9ouy*Monsieur, and durst ask a question and give an Answer in French, and therefore now I hope you go to the Protestant Church, to which you must not be backward, for though their Church order and discipline be different from ours, yet they agree with us in doctrine and the main of Religion; endeavour to write French, that will teach you to understand it well; you should have signified the Apothecary's name with whom you dwell; in such a place you may see the drugs and remember them all your life. I received your letter and like your description of the Place, both the Romans and English have Lived there; the name of Santonna, now Xaintes, is in the geography of Ptolomie, who lived under Antoninus, as also Porto*Santonicus where Rochell stands, and Promontorium*Santonicum where now Bloys. My coins are increased since you went, I had 60 coins of King*Stephen found in a grave before Christmas, 60 Roman silver coins I bought a month ago, and Sr*Robart*Paston will send me his box of Saxon and Roman coins next week which are about thirty, so that I would not beg any there except some few Choice ones which I have not already, but you do very well to see all such things; some likely have Collections which they will in Courtesy show, as also urns and Lachrimatories, any friend will help you to a sight thereof, for they are not nice in such things. I should be content you should see Rochell, and the Isle*of*Rhee salt works are not far from you, for the summer will be too hot to travail and I would have you wary to expose yourself then to heats, but to keep quiet and in shades; write sometimes to Mr%*Dade Civil Letters with my service. I send at this time by Rochell whither the ships will be passing from Yarmouth for Salt; point your Letters hereafter, I mean the ends of Sentences. Christ*Church is in a good condition, much frequented, and they have a sweet Organ; on Tuesday next is the Coronation day when Mr%*Bradford Preacheth, it will be observed with great solemnity Especially at London; an new Parliament on the 8th of May and there is a very good Choice almost in all places. Cory the Recorder and Mr*Jay, 2 Royalists gained it here against all opposition that could possibly be made, the voices in this number, Jay 1070, Corie 1001, Barnham 562, Church 436. My Lord*Richardson and Sr*Ralph*Hare carried it in the County without opposition. Lent was observed this year which made Yarmouth and fishermen rejoice; the Militia is settled in good hands through all England, besides volunteer troops of horse; in this City Collonel*Sr*Joseph*Pain, Lieutenant*Coll%*Jay, Major*Bendish, Captain*Wiss, Brigs, Scottow, 2 volunteer troops in the Country under Mr*Knivet, and Sr*Horace*Townsend, who is made a Lord. Good boy do not trouble thyself to send us anything either wine or Bacon. I would have sent money by Exchange, but Charles*Mileham would not have me send any Certain sum, but what you spend shall be made good by him. I wish some Person would direct you for a while for the true Pronunciation and writing of French; by no means forget to increase your Latin, be Patient Civil and debonair unto all, be Temperate and stir little in the hot season; by the books sent, you may understand most that has passed since your departure, and you may now read the French Gazettes which come out weekly. Yesterday the Dean Preached and read the Liturgy or Common*Prayer, and had a Communion at Yarmouth as having a right to do so sometimes, both at St*Marys, the great Church at Lynn, and St*Nicholas Church at Yarmouth, as he is dean; it is thought by degrees most will come to Conformity; there are great preparations against tomorrow the Coronation day, the County horse came hither to join the Regiment of foot of this Ctty, a feast at the new hall, general contributions for a feast for the Poor, which they say will be in the Market*Place, long and solemn service at Christ*Church beginning at 8 o'clock and with a sermon ending at twelve, masts of ships and long staging Poles already set up for beacon bonfires, speeches and a litle play by the scholars in the Market*Place, another by young Citizens at Timber*hill on a stage, Cromwell hanged and burnt everywhere, whose head is now upon Westminster*hall, together with Ireton and Bradshows. Have the love and fear of God ever before thine eyes, God Confirm your faith in Christ and that you may live accordingly 9Je 9vous 9recommende 9a 9dieu. If you meet with any Pretty insects of any kind keep them in a box, if you can send 9les*Antiquites*de*Bourdeaux by any ship, it may come safe. 
<July 1663: to Edward and Thomas Browne jr.> 
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<letter 3> 
I am glad thou hast performed thy exercises with credit though they have proved very chargeable. Tom*bensley is much satisfied with his Journey. I am going out of town and I doubt return not till Monday, and so I must be brief and have only time to present my service to all friends Mr*Bridge Mr*Nurse and Mr*Craven. Our Assizes begin not till August. Take notice of the extraordinary overthrow given to the Spaniards by the Portuguese. Honest Tom be of good heart and follow thy business. I doubt not but thou wilt do well. God hath given thee parts to enable thee. If you practise to write you will have a good pen and style. It were not amiss to take the draught of the college or part thereof if you have time, but however omit no opportunity in your study. You shall not want while I have it. <February 1667: to Thomas Browne jr.> 
<page break n=487> 
<letter 4> 
I received yours and would not defer to send unto you before you sailed, which I hope will come unto you; for in this wind, neither can Reare*Admirall*Kempthorne come to you, nor you begin your voyage. I am glad you like Lucan so well; I wish more military men could read him. In this passage you mention there are noble strains and such as may well affect generous minds. But I hope you are more taken with the verses than the subject, and rather embrace the expression than the example. And this I the rather hint unto you, because the like, though in another way, is sometimes practised in the King's ships; when in desperate cases they blow up the same. For though I know you are sober and considerative, yet knowing you also to be of great resolution; and having also heard from ocular testimonies with what undaunted and persevering courage you have demeaned yourself in great difficulties, and knowing your Captain to be a stout and resolute man, and withal the cordiall friendship that is between you: I can not omit my earnest prayers unto God to deliver you from such a temptation. He that goes to war, must patiently submit unto the various accidents thereof. To be made a prisoner by an unequal and overruling power, after a due resistance, is no disparagement; but upon a careless surprizal or faint opposition, and you have so good a memory that you can not forget many examples thereof, even of the worthiest commanders in your beloved Plutark. God hath given you a stout, but a generous and merciful heart withal, and in all your life you could never behold any person in misery but with compassion and relief; which hath been notable in you from a child. So have you laid up a good foundation for God's mercy, and if such a disaster should happen he will without doubt mercifully remember you. However let God that brought you into the world in his own good time lead you through it, and in his own season bring you out of it, and without such ways as are displeasing unto him. When you are at Cales, see if you can get a box of the Jesuit's powder at easy 
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rate and bring it in the bark, not in powder. I am glad you have received the bill of exchange for Cales, if you should find occasion to make use thereof. Enquire further at Tangier of the mineral water you told me which was near the towne and whereof many made use. Take notice of such plants as you meet with either upon the Spanish or African coast and if you know them not, put some leaves into a book, though carelessly, and not with that neatness as in your book at Norwich. Enquire after anyone who hath been at Fez, and learn what you can of the present state of that place, which hath been so famous in the description of Leo and others. The merciful providence of God go with you. 7Impellant 7animae 7lintea 7Thraciae.
<letter 5> 
<25 Feb.<1676?>: to Edward Browne> 
My neighbour Mr*Bickerdike going towards London to*morrow I would not deny him a Letter, and I have sent by him Lucretius his six books 7de*rerum*natura, because you lately sent me a quotation out of that Author, that you might have one by you to find out quotations which shall considerably offer themselves at any time. Otherwise I do not much recommend the reading or studying of it, there being divers impieties in it, and it is no credit to be too punctually versed in it; it containeth the epicurean natural philosophy. Mr%*Tenison I told you had written a good poem, 7contra 7hujus 7saeculi 7Lucretianos, illustrating God's wisdom and providence from Anatomy, and the rubric and use of parts in a manuscript dedicated to me and Dr*Lawson after Lucretius his style. With it goes along a very little Tully's offices, which was either yours or your brother's. It is as remarkable for the little size as the good matter contained in it, and the authentic and classical Latin. I hope you do not forget to carry a Greek Testament always to church; you have also the 
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Greek or septuagint translation of the other parts of Scripture. In reading those bookes a man learns 2 good things together and profiteth doubly, in the language, and the subject. You may at the beginning of Lucretius read his life prefixed by Peter*Crinitus, a learned philologer or Humanist, and that he proved mad and died by a 7philtrum or 7poculum*amoris given him by his wife Lucillia. Mr*Tho*Peck and his good wife are dead; she died in child*bed some 8 or X months past. He left this life about a month ago. He found obstacles that he could not come to Skickford without compounding with the widow in possession for a thousand pound, though his father Mr*James*Peck parted with his owne share upon tolerable terms unto Mr*Thomas. He lived in Norwich, was grown very fatt, and drank much; they say he drank daily a quart bottle of claret before dinner one at dinner and one at night. If any company came to him which was seldom he might exceed that quantity. However he made an end of that proportion by himself; he died suddenly none being with him. His daughter finding him indisposed asked whether she should send for me, he put it off, and soon after was found dead. He had little or no money in his house, his father James sent ten pounds for his burial which served the turn. Surely if he had lived a little longer he would have utterly spoiled his brain and been lost unto all conversation. Happy is the temperate man, God send all my friends that virtue. 
<25 April <1679>: to Edward Browne> 
<letter 6> 
I have little to write but because I have not writ this week before, I would not omit a few Lines. I have had a great cough which took me about a month since and in a weeke the Rheum grew ripe but of a sudden grew thin again and proved of exceeding molestation day and night and the weather all the while was very sharpand wind at north east 
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but God be thanked, it is well abated and but seldom troublesome. My daughter Betty who is very seldom out of health though she sits often in cold weather 5 or 6 hours together in her closet reading and praying, and in all weathers and seasons never omits to go to church, sundays and weekdays to sermons and prayers in our parish fell into a very extreme way, whereof God be thanked she is now newly recovered. I presume your time of Reading will be about a fortnight hence; be therefore provided and have your speeches 7memoriter, and pronounce them not fast but distinctly and like an orator, with their due pauses and words with their proper emphases. Most of our gentleman and witnesses concerning the election are either returned or return tomorrow. The day of election for a new choice of the Knights for Norfolk will be on Monday come seven night. Sr*John*Hobart Sr*Christopher*Calthorp and Sr*Neville*Catelyn stand again, and also Mr*Windham of Felbrigge. There is like to be very great endeavoring for the places, which will still keep open divisions which were too wide before, and make it a country of Guelphs and Ghibellines. I am sorry to find my Lord*of*Aylesbury left out of the list of the privy counsellors, he being so worthy and able a person and so well qualified for the public good.
<letter 7> 
<28 April <1679>: to Edward Browne> 
A Norwich man in London sent a letter hither to a friend to this effect, that being at a Coffee*house he sawe Mr*Rob%*Bendish in a high distraction breaking windows and doing outrageous things so that they were fain to lay hold of him; what become of him afterwards he saith nothing. This came to his father's ear who is much troubled at it, but can do very little for him having been at great charges for him before. Now if you hear of any such distraction or what is become of him you may give a touch thereof in any of your Letters, but I would not urge you to be buisine therein, but I hear 
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my brother Bendish hath already writ to a friend to inform him of the truth thereof, which is like to be done before you can say anything in a Letter from London. These are the sad ends of many dissolute and governless persons, who, if they be of a sheepish temper run into melancholy or fatuity and if proud haughty and obstinate into maniacal madness. I am glad you left Madame*Cropley better. You had the opportunity to see the ships and forts upon the river. I am glad there is so strong a ship built at Wolleige and a large ship of a second rate. I wish we had half a dozen of them. The bill against popery is intended to be very severe, but the house*of*Lords will moderate it, and whether the King will allow of it, it is yet uncertain; or what execution there will be of it may be as doubtful. The deferring of the trial of our election may much incommodate the gentlemen who went up for witnesses and also increase the charge and how matters will be determined we are but uncertain. Monday is the day appointed, but whether it will not be put off to a day farther we are in doubt. Little Tom comes loaded from the fair this day and wishes his sister had some of them. Take notice of the sea*horse skin. 
<7 May <1679>: to Edward Browne> 
<letter 8> 
It is not well contrived by the Chirurgeons that you are at such uncertainties about your Lectures, and it will be very inconvenient to begin the Lectures on Saturday, by reason of Sunday intervening; and the hard keeping of the body in this warm and moist weather, but I remember you read so once before, but with some inconveniency. Our election was the last Monday. The competitors were the former elected Sr*Christopher*Calthorp and Sr*Neville*Catelyn and Sr*John*Hobart and Mr*Windham. I never observed so great a number of people who came to give their voices, but all was civilly 
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carried at the hill, and I do not hear of any rude or unhandsome carriage: the competitors having the week before set down rules and agreed upon articles for their regular and quiet proceeding. They came not down from the hill until eleven o'clock at night. Sr*John*Hobart and Sr*Neville*Catelyn carried it, and were carried in chairs about the market*place after eleven o'clock, with trumpets and torches, candles being lighted at windows, and the market*place full of people. Dr*Brady was with me that day, who presents his service, and speaks well of you, and saith he was your constant Auditor, and saith yours are very good lectures and proper to the intention, as being very good and profitable, which they have rarely been formerly. He came with Sr*Tho%*Hare of Stowe Sr*Ralph*Hares son and not long of age. Sr*Tho% was of Caius*College and brought, they say, four hundred for Sr*Neville and Sr*Christopher, and Dr*Brady brought 18 or 19 from Cambridge, scholars who were freeholders in Norfolk. These were the number of the voices Sr*John*Hobart 3417 Sr*Neville*Catelyn 3310 Sr*Ch%*Calthorp 3174 Mr*Windham 2898 I do not remember such a great poll. I could not but observe the great number of horses which were in the town, and conceive there might have been 5 or 6 thousand, which in time of need might serve for dragoon horse, beside a great number of coach horses and very good saddle horses of the better sort. Wine we had none but sack and Rhenish, except some made provision thereof beforehand, but there was a strange consumption of beer and bread and cakes, abundance of people slept in the market*place and lay like flocks of sheep in and about the cross. My wife sent the receipt for orange cakes and they are comfortable to the stomach especially in winter but they must be eaten moderately for otherwise they may heartburn as I have sometimes found especially riding upon them. 
<18 May <1679>: to Edward Browne> 
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<letter 9> 
Mr*Alderman*Wisse being to go for London to*morrow, I took the opportunity to send you an East*India drug called sebets or zebets, given me some years ago by Mr*Peirce, who lived in the Indies and hath a stock I think yet going in the company. I shall God willing write a little more of it to*morrow by the post. Mr*Wisse is a meticulous doubting man of a good nature and unwilling to offend God or man, and seldom without thoughts to perplex himself and his life the more uncomfortable. I perceived his head to be busy 5 or 6 days ago so he was let blood and took his usual purge of Cassia which he takes often of himself and sometimes sene and liquor of prunes and sometimes Infusion of sene; he is a good sleeper, yet 4 nights ago he took Laud% gr%*1 and I have given him formerly gr%*1*fs and gr%2 7in*febribus. He is doubtful whether his head will not be more unquiet and to me to take his leave this evening of Sunday, and if there should be occasion said he would consult you and therefore I would not omit to give you this notice and short information. He hath drank Epsom*waters 20 years since as being hypochondriacal and splenetical; if he had stayed I should have advised him to have bled again, and so I told him, and to have taken a potion; he hath a Tumor 7in*scroto which I never saw, but Mr*Crop wished him to let it alone, and he is not willing to make it one, though it is now so big that it can not easily be concealed; perhaps he will not be unwilling to let you see, who have had often sight of the like; encourage him in those disturbed thoughts. I am fain to compose him sometimes by good counsel and rational argument; the truth is he is a very honest inoffensive person and his own foe most, but he is very temperate and sober, and I wish him health and welfare. 
<28 Nov. <1679>: to Edward Browne> 
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<letter 10> 
I received yours. I am glad to hear we have so many ships launched, and hope there may be more before the spring. God send faithful, valiant and sober commanders, well experienced and careful, above all, if places be sold or given by favor only, such virtues will concur but contingently. The French are a sober, diligent and active nation, and the Dutch, though a drinking nation, yet managed their war more carefully and advantageously than the English, who thought it sufficient upon any terms, and carry too many gentlemen and great persons to be killed upon the deck, and so increaseth the number of the slain and blot their victories. Pray present my service to Sr*John*Hinton when you see him; it is a long time ago since I had the honour to know him beyond sea. Mr*Nortone married Sr*Edm%*Bacons daughter, who was a very good lady and died last summer, and I think he was a member of the last parliament. Perform your business with the best ease you can, yet giving everyone sufficient content. I believe my Lady*O'Bryon is by this time in better health and safety; though hypochond% and splenetic persons are not long from complaining, yet they may be good patients and may be borne withal, especially if they be good natured. A bill is enclosed; ~~  God send my L%*Bruce well in France and well to return; surely travelling with so many attendants it must be a great charge unto him. Dr*Briggs wrote a letter to me concerning the bronchocele of his sister who was touched. ~~ 
<9 Dec. <1679>: to Edward Browne> 
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<letter 11> 
We are all glad to understand that the bill of mortallity decreased so much the Last week, for people were fearful that there might be somewhat pestilential in the disease. The sentences of Catiline's conspiracy were I believe much taken notice of and were very apposite to our present affairs. Pray write me word in your next the best special remedies are commended or practised in London in 7Acrimonia*urinae, 7dysuria or 7stranguria. We understand the King hath issued out a proclamation for all papists or so reputed to depart from London ten miles which makes men conjecture that the parliament will sit at the prefixed time. I saw the last transactions or philosophical collections of the R%*S. Here are some things remarkable as Lewenhoeck's finding such a vast number of litle animals in the melt of a cod or the liquor which runs from it as also in a pike a hare a cock and computeth that they much exceed the number of men upon the whole earth at one time, though he computes that there may be thirteen thousand millions of men upon the whole earth, which is very many. It may be worth your reading: as also of the vast inundation which was last year in Gascoigne, by the irruption of the waters out of the Pyrenians mountains, as also of a flying man and a ship to sail in the air, wherein there are some ingenious discourses. Likewise the damps in coal mines, and Lorenzini, a Florentine, concerning the Torpedo, beside some other Astronomical observations. 
<15 Sept. 1681: to Elizabeth Browne Lyttelton> 
<letter 12> 
Though it were no wonder this very Tempestuous and stormy winter, yet I am sorry you had such an uncomfortable sight 
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as to behold a ship cast away, so near you; this is no strange though unwelcome sight at Yarmouth, Cromer, Winterton and sea Towns; though you Could not save them I hope they were the better for your Prayers, both those that Perished and those that escaped. Some wear away in Calms, some are Carried away in storms, we Come into the World one way, there are many gates to go out of it. God give us grace to fit and prepare ourselves for that Necessity, and to be ready to leave when and how soever he shall call. The Prayers of health are most like to be acceptable, sickness may Choke our devotions, and we are accepted rather by our life than our death; we have a rule how to lead the one, the other is uncertain and may Come in a moment. God I hope will spare you to serve him long, who didst begin early to serve him. There died 36 last week in Norwich, the small*pox very common, and we must refer it to God's mercy when he pleaseth to abate or Cease it, for the last run of the small*Pox lasted much longer than this has yet done. Your Brother Thomas went once from Yarmouth in the evening and arrived at the Isle*of*White the next day at one o'Clock in the afternoon, but it was with such a wind, that he was never so sick at sea as at that time. I came once from Dublin to Chester at Michaelmas and was so tossed, that nothing but milk and Possets would go down with me 2 or 3 days after. Yourself is not impatient, you will have no Cause to be sad, give no way unto Melancholy, which is purely sadness without a reasonable cause. You shall never want our daily Prayers and also our frequent Letters. ~~

