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<page break n=49> 

<Archbishop King to Swift>

<letter 1> 

<London 30th Janry 1704 (5)> 

<Revd Sr>

I received the favour of yours of the 31st Decembr last and am  very much obliged to you for the concern you took in my affair of  which I have had information from severall hands.  I am satisfied that

<page break n=50>  great industry has been used to misrepresent me and my cause here,  and that those imployed to do me ill offices have not been altogether  unsuccessful.  It was so in Dublin till my cause was heard, but I  think I left every*body possessed of another opinion, and believe it  will quickly be so here.  I reached London on the 13th instant and  have in effect been ever since confined by the gout which has been  a great hindrance to my affairs, but I hope it is near over.  It is no  small misfortune for us in Ireland to have our causes judged here  by persons that neither understand or regard our affairs.  For an  instance of this, I do find that neither stationers' shops, publick or  private Librarys can furnish so much as the Statutes or Canons of  Ireland, though I have made a very diligent search for them, and I do now  find that the reason my adversarys desire to be judged here, is in  hopes their cause will never be understood, but that will not serve  their turn.  As to their prints they have a very different effect on all  I have discoursed from what they designed.  I shall be able to give  a better account when my Commission is returned and opened; I am  not very fond of saying any*thing till I have full vouchers, and then  their falshoods will turn to their shame.   As to the 20th parts and first fruits, I am not as yet to meddle in  that affair.  I suppose it must be done in parlement as it was in  England.  I doubt not but his Grace the Duke*of*Ormond thinks of  it, and will make it his act as far as it can be, As to the Crown Rents  they are a much greater burthen than the other, 20th parts and first fruits  are not more than a 1000*l 7per*annum but the Crown Rents are  of greater value.  I have a book of them, and the matter being in my  thoughts before I left Dublin, I ordered my servants to put up it and  the book of first fruits to bring along with me, but my servants  left the first behind them.  I spoke to his Grace the Duke*of*Ormond  about them and if what I said be seconded I hope we may see some  effects of it, though I am a little afraid to ask too much.  Mr%*Dean*Reader <page break n=51>  designs soon to come over.  I intend to write to him to  bring my paper with him.   It is not safe for me to be too busy, but you may assure your*self  and all your Brethren, that no endeavours that I judge usefull to  them shall be wanting on my part.  
<I recommend you to God's care>

<& am &c.>

<W% Dublin> 

<Dr% Jonathan Swift> 

<6>

<page break n=59> 
<letter 2> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin Decembr 16th 1707> 

<Revd Sr> 
I recd yours of the 6th inst from Leicester, I am heartily glad you  got safe to land, for Saturday evening Sunday and Monday after

<page break n=60>  you went proved here to be most violently stormy, threw down some  houses strip'd many and did abundance of mischief.  We were in  pain for my Ld%*Lt% and the other Gentlemen lest they should not  have got to land before it happened.   I told my Ld*Lt that you would put his Excellency in mind of the  business of the first fruits and 20th parts and he desired that it  might be so.   The representation is not yet ready, and it will be hard to make it so  as to answer our design and please everybody.  there seems to me a  strange spirit of jealousy to have possessed the Clergy, insomuch  that they seem afraid to let any*thing of their business be known,  though in order to assist them.  we know not (say they) what use will  be made of it.  But they do not consider that what they would conceal  is known to all the world, and a great deal more believed concerning  their affairs than is true, and that only a true representation of their  state can remove the prejudices that are against them as for example  a man that has 60*l% 7per*annum is afraid to discover it, when at the  same time the world believes he has an 100*l% and he suffers all the  obloquy and envy that such an Income is apt to raise in those that  grudge a maintenance to the Clergy.  I have often compared such to  a traveller that has a guinea in his pocket and dare not discover his  Stock, lest he should encourage robbers that in the meantime know  he is on the road, and believe he has an 100*l% about him.   But there are some weaknesses ought to be concealed.  I grant it,  if they are secrets.  But we ought to take care of the woodcock's  folly that thinks none see him when he hides his head, one half of  the pains would mend those faults that some take to conceal them,  in which after all they never succeed.

<page break n=61>   But however I hope next week to send the representation, and I  will direct it to you by which means you will have an opportunity  to discourse my Lord about it, when you deliver it to him.   As to your other friends especially the two great Lords you mention,  I think it of great moment, that they should be apprised of, and  assured to the business, you need use no caution as to the Clergy here  or to me, all the danger is of shocking my Ld%*Lt% if he should take it  ill, that we applyed to other interest it might be of ill consequence  and therefore you must do this with due deference to  him and such  caution as prudence may direct, and in some cases there may be a  supererogation in that, for I fancy this had been done before had we  not been unwilling to go otherwise than in the high road by the  Government.  If any*thing be to be moved on my part I shall  readily fall into it.   I am glad you find matters so pleasing to you in your Countrey; it is  well that you can believe your eyes, for great pains I assure you are  taken to give your Countrey affairs a grumbling aspect, I am glad to  understand that they do not look so sour as represented.   I am too much tired now to answer the rallying part of your letter  though it please me the best of any part of it.  I confess I deserve to be  chid for my easiness in admitting suitors and am growing every day  morose in that point but can not persuade people to believe me.  However  I can not allow that all my time is ill spent.  I divide it into eating,  sleeping, praying, studying business and trifling the two last are  only liable to exception and yet both necessary, for I could not do  the first without a little of the last I should be good for nothing  without business, and unfit for it without relaxation \7dulce 7est 7desipere\  \7in 7loco\ pray do not grudge me the pleasure of serving my friends or  refreshing my*self or tell me which of these I shall abridge.   When the papers come to you you will hear more in the mean*time 

<&c.  >

<W% D%> 

<10>

<page break n=71> 
<letter 3> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin Febry 21st 1707 (8)> 

<Revd Sr>  I have at last with great difficulty got the representation concerning  the first fruits of Ireland and 20th parts signed by the  archbps and Bip's in town and send it by this post.  I intended to  have sent it immediately to you, but found it may be very chargeable  in the post*Office, since I could not get a private hand to send it by.   and therefore I rather chose to send you the enclosed relating to a  matter of near as great a value, and which I hope may be so managed  as to prove an Introduction to this of the 1st fruits and 20th parts.   I trust them both to your managemt 
<and am ~~ &c.>

<Dr Swift  W% D%> 

<11> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin Feb.  21st 1707 (8)> 

<Revd Sr> I am informed that Mr*Burgh my Ld*Bophins son is procuring an  Act of Parlemt that if it pass, will take away all those forfeited tiths

<page break n=72>  that were given to the Church by former Acts of Parlemt, they  are in value at least 300*l 7per*annum, and are the chief fruit of  the Trustees*Act that vested forfeited tiths in them for building  Churches.  If you acquaint his Excy the Ld*Lt with this I am confident  his Excy will concern himself to prevent it.  If any other means  be thought necessary, we shall on notice be ready to apply them.  I  had writt to his Excy on this subject, but having given him so great  trouble already about the representation of the Archbps and Bip's relating  to their 1st fruits and 20th parts, I did not dare to multiply his  Excys trouble at this time.  I spake to him before he left Dublin to  permitt you to put him in mind on occasion of this affair.  and his  Excys goodness is so great that I persuade my*self you may safely  venture to do it without offending.  

<I pray for etc>

<Dr Swift  W% D%> 

<12>

</72> <letter 4> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin February 28th 1707 (8).> 

<Revd Sr> 
I sent some posts ago the representation to My Ld*Lt% and a  Pacquett to you I am concerned they went so late, but when I  considered what the Ministry had on their hands, I am apt to think  that a pacquett relating to Irish affairs will come time enough for the  leisure of the Court.   If the next pacquetts confirm the report of an Invasion the

<page break n=73>  Hurry in Ireland for aught I can see will be as great and universall  as the fear of the Irish massacre was in England on the revolution,  and some are so Imprudent as to parallel them, but the great cry is,  that this was Hly's plott, and if he had continued 3 days longer  in his place, the French would have landed at Greenwich.  Others  think it an amusement to divert the succours designed for Spain.   That I find is the part of the war that most have at heart and there is  really a dread on most lest it should be lost.  If it should (which God  forbid) whichever party shall have the misfortune to be reckoned  the cause of it, will hardly be able to stand.   As to Dr%*Milles' preferment you will not expect from me any  account how it relished here.  Some say if General*Lanceston had  been Primate it would not have been so, I did not ask what they meant.   As to your own business I have discoursed the Dean about it and  I doubt the thing can not possibly be done so soon as you expect.   we have not yet been able to pay for the Act of Parlemt much less  purchase ground for a Church and least of all to lay a scheme for the  building it.  and some progress must be made in these before we can  think of separating the parishes.  but it will be time enough to concert  these matters, when you come over.  

<I can say no more but my ~~ >

<etc.>

<Dr Swift  W% D%> 

<13>

<page break n=74> <letter 5> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin.  Apl.  7th.  1708> 

<Revd Sir> 
I have had yours of the 9th of March last some time by me but  you will excuse my not answering first post when you consider what we  have been doing since.  All thoughts of fighting had been laid aside in  Ireland as much as if we would never be attacked, a militia was an  abomination to many.  what need for such when we have 12000  standing Troops on our Establishment and these punctually pd.

<page break n=75>   But so it happens that we really have but 4400.  hardly a Gun  mounted in the whole Kingdom, Forts generally slighted, no arms  and little powder, And now on a sudden we must raise a Militia  which after all has not proved impossible, for I doubt but in one  month's time we shall have 40000 Listed, and these good hearty  men, that generally understand Arms, if they had them.   I am to inform you that great Art is used to advance the Dissenters  Interest on the occasion, and the City of Dublin has been surprised to  put some*thing that way in their address, though I do not know any  Officer that has on account of the Test parted with his command and  I do not believe that 3 will, It is hardly credible how working those  people on all occasions are to promote their party.  I do not think it  proper to say any more on this subject, but it will perhaps be of some  use and satisfaction to observe the steps that are taken.   I know not what England might have done if this invasion made  any progress but I am confident that the whole body of the protestants  here would have been firm to a man against it.   Pray do not forget to put my Ld*Lieut in mind of our first fruits  and 20th parts.  I had no answer from his Excy about it.  If Mr%*Burghs  Bill go on, let it be viewed by a Lawyer, but if my information be  right the parlemt is already up and it can not proceed.   I am of your opinion that expectation of reversions is a cold  Subsistance, I had many Arguments against the methods used in his  case, but necessity has no  Law, and till things be a little better I can

<page break n=76>   have no prospect of ordering it otherwise, I hope however that this  may turn to your advantage, for to deal ingenuously with you I do  conceive that you would have no prospect of temporall interest if you  were to*morrow put into one of those parishes.  And therefore that  you lose no profit and secure your Ease whilst you are out of it.   But this is so far from being an argument against you with others that  on the contrary every good man will be uneasy till you be settled in  that or a better.  If a new Ld*Lieut should be thought on with which  we are threatned, pray be early to come in his family, for you see that  is the only merit. 

<I heartily commend you to Gods favour & am etc>

<Dr Swift  W D> 

<16>

<page break n=87> <letter 6> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin June 12.  1708> 

<Sir,>  
I can not tell what you may think of my Long silence, nor can I  well account for it, I am sure there is a reason for it, pray see if you  can find it out, for my own part I profess I find my*self in a wood,  and do not know but in such a case it is best to stand still till the  mist clear; by doing so I shall at least avoyd the fatigue of wandring  or falling into a pitt, we have been terrifyed with interception of  Letters at the post*office.  I am sure I can write nothing that I am  solicitous to conceal and yet am desirous not to give so much interruption  to any as the reading of a letter of no consequence in an ill  hand may create:  the good nature of mankind besides is such that  they seldom search for nothing and therefore either find, or make  something of, that nature in what they read.   I should not have ventured to have given you the trouble of which  if I had not recd the honr of a Letter from his Excellency the Lord*Lieut  wherein the signifies that he has made some progress in the  affair of the first fruits and 20th parts And that his Excy had good  hopes of having it concluded in some time.  This I intended immediately  to have communicated to the Bps here, but such another  accident in my foot as you mention to have happened to you in one  of your Leggs has confin'd me to my Chamber ever since I recd it.

<page break n=88>   There is no manner of necessity that people in London should  know that I have the Gout.   As to the Test clause, if the repeated votes of parlement be not  sufficient to show the sense of the people as to that point I can not tell  how it shall be known, great industry has been used and great Art  to drop some*thing tending that way into 3 or 4 Addresses.  Those  have been industriously printed and all others excluded.  for my own  part I can not have so mean a soul as to stoop to such artifices.  I have  had the comfort to see many such defeated and their fine spun  Webbs that had cost much time and pains, swept away at one brush,  I hope the like success will follow to the like endeavours.  As to  Addresses I have ever looked on them as an argument of the weakness  of the Government, that the Addresses thought so and believed  themselves suspected or feared.  I hope this is not the case of her  Majesty.  I am of opinion that the great men you mention lay little  weight on them, and make their computation not from such but  from the reall affection and bent of the people, I believe that all  schemes not built on these foundations will fall of themselves.  I  always except a standing Army, for that may support a Governmt%  in Spite of the genius of the people so long as to change it and make  them content with their slavery, but I can not suspect that any you  have mentioned as friends can look that way, or can have any views  but what are Founded on the naturall bent of the people's inclinations.   Yet I can not but observe that there looks something like constraint  in some people's managemt% of late and that if all were left  to themselves they would not act altogether as they do.   We know not what to think of his Exys long stay on that side of  the water It is true the Governmt% of Ireland is a very good sinecure,  but we do not believe that it is his principle to make it so.

<page break n=89>   I must still entreat you to employ your care towards the pushing  on our business.  If you have success, it will reward your pains, and  I will take care that the clergy shall not be ignorant to whom they  are obliged.   I have always been of opinion that the Ministry have no mind that  we should have any Militia in Ireland for the ardor of the people to  raise it, is not encouraged as it would be if the Governmt% heartily  designed it.  And yet at this juncture it is of absolute necessity, since  of the 5000 men that were left of the Army above a 1000 are to be  transported.  if the pretender had landed and our forces sent to  Scotland as they must have been, we had been in an ill taking having  nothing to trust to but a militia to be raised.  I believe the providence  of this disappointment is more than the generality are apprised of.   I take it for granted our parlement will hold one session more, for  if that be not intended, it had been nonsense to continue it an hour.   One thing there is remarkable that such as made the greatest noise  to procure the papists to be confined on the invasion and quarrelled  that they were not more severely used, at last became bail for the  most obnoxious and dangerous amongst them.   I find Sr*Martin*Marralls humour grows on me and now my hand  is in I know not when to cease.  I judge others by my*self, and being  weary here I suppose you so too before you come this farre and  therefore I dismiss you with the prayers of 
<Revd%  Sir Yrs &c>

<(Mr Swift)> 

<W D>  

<17>

<page break n=92> <letter 7> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin August 12th 1708> 

<Revd Sr>  
It is some time since I heard from you, which makes me a little  uneasy.  I have been hindered from writing for near a month by the  gout in my right hand which is a great mortification to me.  I recd  a letter from Mr%*Dodington in which he tells me that my Ld*Lt has  made some progress in the affair of our 20th parts and 1st fruits.  I  wish he may be able to put it in a good way, which I believe is all

<page break n=93>  will be done at present for my Lord did not encourage us to hope for it  before a peace.  I reckon if my Lord return to us again something will  be done but if not, the Ministry will hardly be persuaded to gratify  us in such a matter by a dying Ld%*Lt.   I suppose you have an account of what past in the University  about the vindication of K*Wms memory.  It is really strange that  any should be found so prodigiously ungratefull to him, at least in  Ireland, where we owe all to him, but Mr%*Forbes that used him so  barbarously was from Scotland and had studyed in Aberdeen, and  taken his degrees there.  I do own the Church of Scotland was  hardly used in his time, but I reckon that his misfortune not fault,  for had they espoused him as cordially as the other party, he would  never have altered any*thing there more than in Ireland.  But Government  must be supported, and it is a plain case if we will not do it  those that will must be embraced and that was the case in Scotland.   on serious reflection I am apt to think that they are hardly any men  less politick for themselves than Clergymen and we perhaps least of  any.  I have resolved again and again the oraculous saying of the  great man you mention in your last, and discoursed Mr%*Southwell  about it but can not unriddle it.  I have thought of 2 or 3 meanings  it may have, but they appear to me either so trifling or so wicked  that I can not allow my*self to think that I have hit right.   We have lately had 4 young men Candidates for Orders amongst  the Dissenters here, that have deserted them, they seem sober and  of good sense, but the difficulty is what to do with them we are  overstocked already and we must either maintain them out of our  own pockets or let them starve.  I have engaged for one, My Ld*Primate  for another, and I hope some of our Brethren will come in  for the other two.  

<I heartily recommend you etc.>  

<Dr Swift> 

<W% D%>  

<19>

<page break n=96> 
<letter 8> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin, September 7.  1708> 

<Revd Sr> 
I received yours of the 28th of August last, your letters are always  very acceptable to me, and therefore you need suspect that I  will think them troublesome.  The generality of the world writ in a  mask and the want of a true knowledge of the humour of people on  your side the water, cause many errors on this.  One comes from  England and tells with confidence that the Ministry and Court  expect such a thing from us, that we shall be lost in their opinion  if we do not comply, and vouch A and B etc% for what he says; none  do inquire into the truth of what he affirms nor have the generality

<page break n=97>  any way to do so, and therefore they run after him like a flock of  sheep, and very often into a pit.  At first when this artifice was used,  I was surprised and thought I ventured much when presumed to  oppose mischievous things, and when so recommended.  But a little  experience taught me either that such allegations were absolutely  false, or if any truth in them they were procured by persuading  those great men, that either the humour of the people of Ireland  would be gratified by the recommendation, or that the necessity of  the affairs of Ireland in order to serve the Ministry required it.  For  I found the good of Ireland has no weight at all.  And it is a great  mistake in all the applications we make, to allege as we commonly  do that such a thing will help or mischief us, for perhaps those considerations  will have a quite different effect from what we intend;  and therefore I have always advised those that have expressed their  fear of such a matter, and run into the detail of the inconveniences  that would follow it, to conceal their thoughts, and not discover that  it would have such consequences.  Perhaps if those to whom they  make application to prevent them knew what would follow, it would  be an insuperable argument for their doing it.  It moves one's spleen  to find a clergyman pressing the ruin of the Church if a certain  thing be done, when perhaps that is the reason that it is to be done.   As to the affair of our twentieth parts and first fruits, I partly  guess where it sticks.  I have had another letter from Mr%*Dodington  in very obliging terms; but my Lord*Lieutenant having hinted to  my Lord*Primate and me, when we discoursed him about them, that  perhaps we were not to expect them till a peace, I have little hope of  them.  I do not know but an immediate application of the Bishops  to L*T might bring them.  If there should happen  an interregnum of chief governors, I believe it would be a seasonable  opportunity to make such an application.   I sent a full account of Forbes's business to his Grace the Lord Archbishop*of*Canterbury,  who has acknowledged the receipt of it,  and adds that I have obliged him and many others that are hearty  friends to the Universities, against which he says this occasioned a  mighty cry.  We know there are not wanting good men, that make  it their business to lay hold on all such occasions and to aggravate  them; the design seems not against the Church, but against learning  in general, and all that is regular either in religion or polity.  And  some amongst us are so wise as to think that the destroying of these

<page break n=98>  is a good argument against the design that infers it.  But they do not  consider that when Cromwell had destroyed the King and kingship,  he did it with a design to get them for himself.  <I am, etc%,>

<W% D%>  Query ~~ Is there nothing of a comprehension designed on your  side?  May not the oracle hint something of that nature?  

<Dr Swift> 

<21>

<page break n=111> <letter 9> 

<Archbishop King to Swift> 

<Dublin, Nov.  20, 1708> 

<Revd Sr>  
I have yours of the 9th instant, and if the scheme of alteration  holds, as represented, I despair of our twentieth parts in the present  method; yet I can not think it proper to move in any new course till  the declaration of what is intended be more authentic.  I have no  good ground for my doubt; and yet, in my own mind, I make some  question, whether all things will be just as surmised.  If I find this  to be so in earnest, I will then endeavour to obtain an address to my  Lord*Treasurer, which, I suppose, has been hitherto wanting:  but,  if the matter stick on any considerations not agreeable, there is an  end of it.  To deal freely, I have very little hope of succeeding any  way; but it will not make things worse to try the experiment.   I understand some Dissenters from hence will apply to the Parliament  of \England\ this session, to obtain a repeal of the Test, and for  a toleration on a larger foot than in \England\; and that a fund is  raised, and agents appointed to solicit their affairs, by the presbyters  of the North.  I have had some intimation, that all Dissenters are not  of a mind in this point; the other sects, if I am rightly informed,  being as much afraid of them as of us; and that they would rather be  as they are, than run the hazard of coming under the \7jus 7divinum\  of Presbytery.  Something pleasant enough is said to have happened  on this occasion:  a certain person endeavoured to comfort them, and  remove their jealousy; by telling them they needed not to fear; for  that the greatest friends to Dissenters, and who would be most  zealous for toleration, never designed to establish any church, but  only to destroy that, which had the protection of the laws.  Whether  this will give them satisfaction I can not tell; but am certain, that if any  have so wicked a design, they will fail in it.   I am often alarmed with the fears of some good men, who would  persuade me, that religion is in danger of being rooted out of the  hearts of men; and they wondered to see me so sanguine in the cause.   But I tell them, that I believe it is with religion, as with paternal  affection; some profligate wretches may forget it, and some may dose

<page break n=112>  themselves so long with perverse thinking, as not to see any reason  for it:  but in spite of all the ill-natured and false philosophy of these  two sorts of people, the bulk of mankind will love their children   And so it is, and will be with the fear of God and religion:  whatever  is general hath a powerful cause, though every*one can not find it out.   But I have forgot my Dissenters:  the reason of their applying in  \Great*Britain\ is, because they see little reason to hope for success  here; and if I can judge of the sense of gentlemen that compose the  Parliament, they never seemed to be farther from the humour of  gratifying them.   As to your own concern, you see hardly anything valuable is obtained  any otherwise than by the government; and therefore, if you  can attend the next Lord*Lieutenant, you in my opinion, ought not  to decline.  I assure myself that you are too honest to come on ill  terms; nor do I believe any will explicitly be proposed.  I could give  several reasons why you should embrace this, though I have no  exception against your secretaryship; except that you may lose too  much time in it, which, considering all things, you can not so well  spare at this time of the day.   As to my own part, I thank God, I was never much frightened by  any alterations:  neithe King*James nor the Earl*Of*Tyrconnel,  shocked me.  I always comforted myself with the 112th psalm, 7th  verse.  I never was a favourite of any Government, nor have I a  prospect of being so, though I believe I have seen forty changes;  nor would I advise any friend to sell himself to any, so as to be their  slave.  I could write some other things, that you would desire to  know; but pen and ink are dangerous tools in some men's hands, and  I love to leave a friend with an appetite.  
<I am, \&c%\>

<W% D%> 

